
Norm, Phelps, 8eward, Shields, Smith, Walker, and Web¬
ster.22.
So the motion to refer was agreed to.
Mr. FOOTE. I move that the balloting now take place.
The motion "ai agreed to.
Mr. MANOUM. I move that the chairman be firat elect¬

ed by separate ballot.
The question being put, the motion was agreed to.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I am not at all prepared foi

the balloting for this committee. I think it requires some

reflection at least before the Senate takes any further wtton
on the subject. I will move, therefore, that the balloting be
postponed until to-morrow at oue o'clock, and that the Senate

^ThTuuestiou being put on the motion to postpone ballot-
in* for the committee until one o'clock to-morrow, it was,
upon a division, -greed to : Ayes 30, noes not counted.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire simply to ask, in order to soften
all asperity of feeling and produce harmony, that the sugges¬
tion made by the honorable Senator from, Kentucky yesterday
he now carried out, to wit, that the Senate take up the Ca i-

fornia bill, and make it the special order of the day for 1*
o'clock to-morrow.

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of the California bill.

Messrs. MANGUM and MA80N simultaneously moved
an adjournment. .... jUpon which motion Mr. HALE called for a division ; and

* the motion to adjourn was carried : Ayes 33, noes not count¬

ed.whereupon the Senate adjourned.
Friday, April 19, 1850.

A message was received from the House of Representatives
announcing that the Hon. Robeht C. Whtheo* had been
appointed Speaker pro tem., in the temporary absence of the

Speaker.
CORRECTIONS OF THE JOURNAL.

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, I desire to
correct the Journal. I perceive, by the papers of this morning,
that I am recorded as having voted in the affirmative yester¬
day on the amendment in relation to the abolition of slavery
in the District of Columbia, instead of the negative. I wish
the record to be corrected.
The Journal was corrected accordingly.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I wish to make a slight cor¬

rection of the Journal. I think it was in the 10th proposition.
It is this : «. Provided that nothing in this instruction shall
* be construed to authorize the said committee to take into
« consideration any thing that relates to either of the four follow-
* in"- subjects: first, the abolition of slavery within the States.
I decided not to vote upon either of the four propositions con¬
tained in that proviso ; because, if I voted " aye, it carried
the conclusion that I admitted the power in Congress to refer
these subjects. If I voted "nay," it carried the conclusion
that I was against refusing to submit the question to the com¬

mittee. I decided, therefore, not to vote at all upon this and
the three following questions, as neither an affirmative nor a

negative vote would carry my opinion upon the subject; which
is that we have no constitutional power to act as contempla¬
ted upon any of these subjects. My friends determined to
vote them down, with all other amendments. I did notchoose
to interfere with a desire to expedite the business of the Senate
by offering amendments. My course, then, was not to vote

upon them at all. I find, however, that I am reported to have
voted upon the first, and not the other three. The history of
the transaction sufficiently explains the course of those who
voted upon all the propositions ; but one who would vote either
without the others would be left in an inexplicable condition.
I, therefore, wish to have the vote in the negative upon this
proposition, ascribed to me, erased.

Mr. SBWARD. On the amendment relative to the abo¬
lition of the slave-trade'between the States, I wish to know
how my vote i6 recorded.
The VICE PRESIDENT. In the affirmative.
Mr. SEWARD. I voted in the negative, and wish to have

it so altered.
Mr. YULEE. I beg leave to take notice of an inaccuracy

in the report of this morning's Union, which may expose me

to misapprehension. I am stated there as excusing my not

voting, upon the ground that I had paired off with a gentle¬
man who voted in the negative. The reverse was what I
really said. I should mvself have voted in the negative.
* The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator make any
motion ?

Mr. YULEE. Oh, no. I merely make the statement in

order to set myself right.
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I perceive that I am re¬

corded as hiving voted in the affirmative on the eleventh pro?
position, in relation to the suppression of the 'slave trade be¬
tween the Slates, which is an error, as I did not vote at all.
The Journal was correctcd accordingly.

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS.
Mr. HALE. I made a motion yesterday which was de-

cided by the Chair to be out of order, i hope it is in order
now. I present the petition of citizens of Stockbridge, in the
county of Berkshire, in the 8tate of Massachusetts, praying
Congress to repeal a'l laws or parts of lawB by which slavery
is established or sanctioned in the District of Columbia, or to
cause the seat of the National Government to be lemoved to
a more suitable location. I move that it be received and re¬
ferred to the select committee about to be raised on this sub¬
ject ; and on that I aek for the yeas and nays.

Mr. RUSK. I hope the Sena'or from New Hampshire
will withdraw his mo'ion for a moment, to enable me to pre¬
sent a joint resolution from my State, as I am necessarily
obliged to be absent from the 8enate on official business.

Mr. HALE. Certainly, sii.
The motion was accordingly withdrawn.
Mr. RUSK presented a resolution of the Legislature of

Texas, instructing the Senators and requesting the Repre¬
sentatives of that State in Congress to use their exertions to
procure the enactment of a law compensating Brown and
Tarbox for s?rvices in carrying the mail ; which was referred
to the Committee on the Post Office and the Post Roads.

Messrs. DODGE of Wisconsin, WHITCOMB, and
DOWNS, also presented petitions.

Mr. HALE. I now, sir, again renew my motion that the
petition be received and referred to the committee about to be
raised ; and I ask the yeas and nays upon it.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
Mr. ATCHISON. I move to lay the resolution to re¬

ceive and refer upon the tab!e.
Mr. HALE I auk the yeas and nays on that motion.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
Mr. WHi rCOMB. I call for the reading of the petition.
This Secretary read the following petition for the repeal of

all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of
slavery in the District of Columbia.
To the Congress of the United States :

The undersigned, citizens and electors of the State of Mas¬
sachusetts, residing in Stockbridge, in the county ot Berk-
shire, respectfully pray for the repeal of all laws and parts of
laws, adopted or enacted by Congress, by which slavery or the
slave trade is authorized or sanctioned in the city of Wash¬
ington or the District of Columbia; and that, in the event of
their non-repeal, the «eat of the National Government may be
removed to some more suitable location. -

Mr. BRIGHT. There are various other petitions on the
same subject now on the table, anJ after the committee pro¬
posed to be raised shall have been raised
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from Indiana is

out of order. Tne question to lay upm the table is not de¬
batable.

Mr. ATCHISON. I will withdraw the motion to lay up¬
on the table if the gentleman will renew it.

Mr. BRIGHT assented.
The motion was withdrawn.
Mr. BRIGHT. There are various other petitions relating

to this subjection the table, and various others connected with
the question of slavey. After the committee of thirteen is
raised, which I presume will be determined to-day, it is my
intention, unless some other Senator shall do it, to move to
refer every thing connected with this subject to the select
committee. With that intention, I shall vote to lay this pe¬
tition on the table for the time being. I now renew the mo¬
tion to lay on the table.

Mr. HALE. The yeas and nays have been ordered.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion on which the

yeas and nnys were ordered was withdrawn.
Mr. HALE. Then I call for the yeas and nays on this

motion.
The yeas and nays having been ordered.
Mr. SEWARD inquired what was the question before the

Senate '

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is a motion to lay the ques¬tion of reception and reference on the table.
Mr. WHI TCOMB. Does this question embrace the sub¬

ject of the reception of the petition, or has the petition alreadybeen received ?
The VICE PREoIDENT. It has not been rrcaived.
Mr. WHI rCOMB. Then I shall vote " nay."The question was then taken by yeas and nays, and result¬

ed as follows :

YEAS.Messrs. Atchison, lladger, Bell, Borland, Butler,Clemens, Davis, of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge, of Iowa,Foote, Jones, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk,Sebastian, Sturgeon, Tnrney, Underwood.21.NAYS.Messrs. Baldwin, Bright, Chase, Clarke, Corwin,Davis, of Massachusetts, Davton, Dodge, of Wisconsin,Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Norris, Phelps,Seward,Smith,Walker, Wliitcomb.18.
So the motion to lay on the table was carried.

CALIFORNIA BILL.
Mr. DOUGHS. I now ask that the bill for the admis¬

sion of California msy be taken up, for the purpose only of
making it a special order. I move-that the Senate now pro¬
ceed to the consideration of the bill in relation to California
The motion wa* agreed to.

...Mr. DOUGL \S. I now move that the further conaidera-
tion of the bill be postponed, and that it be made the special
order immediately after the appointment of the select commit¬
tee, which ia fixed for I o'clock this day.

Mr. TURNEY. I move to refer the bill to tin select
committee about to be railed!

The VICE PRESIDENT. The qceation of postpone¬
ment takes priority.

_ . , -

The question was then Uken »c Mr. Douglas . mo ion,
and it wan carried.

the orders of the day.
Mr. HALE. I now move that the Senate proceed to the

order* of the day.
, , , ,Mr. MANGUM. What are the ordrrs of the day

The VICE PRE8IDENT. The Chair is informed that
the resolution offered by the Senator from New Hamps ire

last evening is ihe order of the day as unfinished busmen*.
Mr. MANGUM. Well, air, one o'clock to-day was bxea

upon to execute an order of the Senate, and that takes pre¬
cedence of every thing. The special order oi the day is to
execute an order of the 8enate made yeaterday, and I ha e

never known that to go over for any thing At all event*,
shall call for the execution of that order at I o clock.
A Sinatob. It wants three uiinuus to the ume ye .

You can talk that out.
,

Mr. MANGUM. Well, I think I could talk for three
minutes, since others are allowed to talk so much, l>u
amiable is my disposition that I shall not detain the S^iate.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on the mo¬

tion to proceed to the consideration of the order of the day.
Mr. BUTLER. May I be allowed to ask what is the

°"VhefVICE-PRESIDENT. The unfinished bueinew of
yesterday, the resolution offered by the Senator from New
Hampshire to refer the petitions on the subject of slavery
the select committee.
The resolution is as follows :

.

Resolved, That all petitions and lem^strancet r^e.ve.lthis session on the subjects mentioned .n ^resolutions ofthe
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clat) and th

t-Tenntssee, (Mr. BelC.) referred to a select committee ot

thirteen, be taken from the table and reterred to the same
©c mini t tee.

Mr. KING. I will make a single suggestion. 1 &. com-

mitt. e is not yet raised. When the commit.ee " "i^.jtwill be in order for the Senator to make propositus- efer-
ring matters to that committee, but it is not in order to move
to refer matters to a l om nittee hereafter to be appointed.

Mr. H \LE. Mr. President, I wish simply to suggest to
the Senator from Alabama, to whose judgment I always defer
with the greatest submission, that the Senate have alrea j
voted to refer some mutters to that committee.
Mr KING. The Senate has moved to refer cortain pro¬

positions, which are before the body, to a select committee to
be raised, but until that committee is raised it is not 111 the
power of any member to refer other subjects to the committee.
The moment the committee is raised it will be entirely)
order for the Senator to make his proposition.

Mr. HALE. I submit, Mr. President, as I always do.

[AMrU MANGUM. Mr. President, is there any thii.g pend¬
ing before the Senate ?

tk. rhoirThe VICE PRESIDENT. There is not. The Chair
unders ands the motion of the Senator from New Hampshire
to be withdrawn.

... , T _Mr. HALE. It is not quite one o ciock, and I move that
when the Senate adjourn it adjourn to meet on Monday next.
The motion was agreed to.

ELECTION OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE.

Mr. MANGUM. It will be remembered that by the deci¬
sion of the Senato yesterday the chairman of the select com¬

mittee is first to be elected.
,.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate has fixed this
time for the election of the sclect committer of thirteen. 1 he
chairman will be clectcd first, and Senators will please pre¬
pare their ballots accordingly. .

The ballots were then collected and reported.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question pret. nts l'sef

whether blenke cun be countcd ' Th. are thtayta, ,o<«,
cast- of which Mr. Clat received 27, Mr. Bsixl, Mr. Mas-
sum I, Mr. Benton 1, and blank 4. It will ba perceived
that, unless the four blanks can be counted, a quorum of the
Senate ha, not voted. The Chair is intormed that 'he usage
has been not to count the blanks. If so, there has been no

election for the want ot a quorum.
Mr. BENTON. Mr. President

.

Mr WEBSTER. Mr. President, I was not m ea/ly
enough to vote. If it is in orJer, I should be glad to do so,
in ordir to make a quorum. .

Mr. MANGUM. I move that the Senator have permission
l°
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no objection the

vote will be received. The Chair hears none.

Mr. BENTON. I owe it to the Senate to say that, on
trary to my usual tus'om, I did not vote at all, because am

wholly opposed to the raising of such a committ;e.
would not 6ec the Senate in trouble for want of a quorum,
and I would be willing to throw in a vote that would count,
if it be the sense of the 8enate, in order to save going through
wi'h the whole ballot again.

, .'
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator oesire to

vote ?
Mr. BENTON. Yes, sir.

. .

Mr. MANGUM. I move the Senator have permission to

°Mr. BENTON. I neither desire nor decline to vote, but
am willing to do it to tsave trouble.

,

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is an additional vote
for Mr. Clat, on receivirg Mr. Weuster s ballot.
Mr BENTON. Very well 5 that makes a quorum.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The vol* now stand, : tor

Mr Clat 28, Mr. Bell 1, Mr. Benton 1, Mr. M**.*
1, and blank 4. Mr. Clat having received a majority ol me

votes, is of course elected chairman of the commrtee.
Senators will prepare to vote fcr the remaining twelve mem¬

bers of the committee on one ballot. '

The ball <ts wire again collected, but before the result was

""Mr^DOUGLAS said : At the time the ballot was g nng on,
I was unable to lay my hands on the ticket containing t e

names to I c voted f»r, and I now desire to vote.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objec¬

tion, and the Senator will beall .wed to vote.
Mr. Douglas having accordingly deposited his ballot.
The VICE PRESIDENT announced that the votes cast

were as follows:
Mr. Cass 30 Mr. Downs ... .29 Mr. Atchison 1
Mr. Dickinson 31 Mr. Mangum .29 Mr. Smith .. .1
Mr. Bright ... 28 Mr. Bell 30 Mr. Underwood .. 1
Mr. Webster. .30 Mr. Berritn . .29 Mr. Corwin......
Mr. Phelrs.. .31 Mr. Badger... 2 Mr. Davis, Miss.. 1
Mr. Cooper...29 Mr. Rusk 2 Mr. Clark 1
Mr. King 29 Mr. Dodge,W. 2 Mr. Siu'geon .... I
Mr. Mason .. .29 Mr. Dayton... 2 Mr. Benton l

The result is, that the remaining twelve members of the
committee will consist of Messrs. Cass, Dickinson, Bkight,
Webstkii, Phklis, Coopxw, Kino, Mason, Downs, Man-
gum, Bell, and Bbrhibn, those gentlemen having received
a majority »f all the votes cast.

Mr. PHELPS. I regret, sir, ihat I must beg to be excus¬
ed from acting on this committee. The state of my health
forbids that I i-h uld devote that attention to its duties which
the importance of the suijects referred to it demands. I hcie
are other reasons, which will naturally suggest themselves to
gentlemen of the Senate, why I should be excused from any
participation in this proceeding ; but the reason that I decline
ou account of the sta'e of my health will, I trust, be a suffi¬
cient reason why I should not be on the committee.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on excu-ing

the Senator from Vermont from serving on tho committee.
Mr. MANGUM. I very much hope that my friend will

withdraw that motion. The committee will accommodate
their action so as to aff rd every convenience to the gentle¬
man. I hope, therefore, be will withdraw his request.

Mr. PHELPS. I think there can be no difficulty about
this matter. I have co' sidered from the outset that the ap¬
pointment of this committee would icsult in nothing more nor
lew than the expression of opinion on the one 6ide and tho
other, and probably we shall get nothing new up in the sut>-
j^ct nothing except what Senators have already expressed mi

their places on this floor. But, sir, this question has assum-
ed an importance in the country which will render it necessa¬

ry for every man on this committee to be p epared to vindicate
his course. And I may be permitted to say that I think, in

all human probability, to say nothing mor1, that the reaultoi
the whole proceeding will be unsatisfactory to my constituents
and t) myself. Under these circumstances, 1 should letl my-
seH compelled, if assigned to the conmittee, to prepare
my own opinions for my own vindication, to be spread
before the cmntry, which is more than my feeble h-alth
would pofsibly allow. I hop", therefore, that I shall be ex-

cused.
Mr WEBSTER. I ho^c the honorable member trom

Vermont will withdraw hi. application, and
will doubtless act in view of the stati of hish^aUh. Jfth'mure fact of having been opposed to the m«ng
mifee, and having expressed great doubts whether good results
would eome from it, be allowed A a reason tor belog
ed-if that example should 1* se', I should bd obl^ed perhaps
to follow it. I hope, sir, the hono-ab e mwnb.r^ be ki.
enough to withdraw his a| plication. 11 not regularly, there ef Js health may at least allow him
ly wi h the ommittee, who, I d«ubt no , w

onf.rrin, Rins convenient for him. He will therefore be_ conferring a

favor on the Sena'o by withdrawing his a| pile '

.

Mr. PHELPS. A word more. I Jwilh tilmyself, withdraw this application. T e su je< ,

Ser.a'e, and if they do not see fit to gra'.fy
cular, why, of course, I mmt make the ties o y PjMr. MANGUM. I hope for the present the
not accord the request. If my friend is put to any

jnience, on the sc< re o! health, in this ma ter in e ,

will yield to any request for his peisonal convenience and
comfort.

. r ,The question wa< then taken, and the Senate refused
excuse the Senator from Vermont from se ving on the ^ e<

Committee.
. .Mr. HALE. Io aero dance with the sugge«tion mide by

the Senator from Indiana, on the other side of the chamber,
that if nobody else would renew the motion I bad made, after

the appointment of this committee, iewould.and which mo¬
tion I waived only after the suggestions of the (Senator from'
Alabama, (Mr. Kiae).it now bring in order, I renew the
motion I made last eveniag, that all memoiials and remon¬
strances lying on the table, germane and relevant to this aub-
ject, be taken from the table and referred to this committee.

Mr. BENTON. I would earnestly ask the Senator from
New Hampshire to withdraw his motion for a moment, that I
myself may make a motion pertinent to the caae. I ask him
to with'!'-* it but for a moment ?

Mr. tisiLE. (Jeit'tinly.
Mr. BENTON. Then, Mr. President, I offer an instruc¬

tion to the committee
Mr. DOUGLAS. I feel compelled, with great reluctance,

to in'eifsre with either the Senator from Missouri or from
New Hampshire. I do not wish to dispense with the fpecialorder for any thing that will take up lime.

Mr. BENTON. It will take but a li'tle time, sir. I ask,
does the Senator yield ?

Mr. DOUGLAS. I preft-r that the Sennte should deter¬
mine.

Mr. BENTON. Does the Senator yield for a moment!
Mr. DOUGLAS. ] will, if, it does not take up much time.
Mr. BENTON. The day is yet before us, and there i»

plenty of lime left. I propjae the following :
" That the said committee be instructed to report separate¬ly upon each different »u!>jeet referred to it, and that the said

committee tack no two bills of different natures together, nor
join in the same bill any two or more subjects which are in
their nature foreign, incoherent, or incongruous to each other."

Mr. BADGER. I object to it* consideration.
The VICE PRESIDENT. This resolution ofcouuelies

over one day, except by unanimous consent.
Mr. BENTON. I beg pardon j it is not a resolution ; it is

a mire motion of instruction, reduced to writing for conve¬
nience. It is like all other inductions to a committee; and
I take it, sir, that because this motion is reduced to writing it
does not follow the rule in regard to resolutions.
The VICE PRESIDENT. If it is not a resolution the

Chair has misunderstood it.
Mr. BENTON. Yes, sir, it is a mere motion reduced to

writing for convenience. If preferred, I would deliver it oral¬
ly, and let it be taken down by the Clerk, as has been dono
during the whole progress of this question.

Mr. BADGER. Ms. President
Mr. WEBSTER, (tn his seat.) It is an independent re-

eo'ution, which lies over one day.
The VICE PRESIDENT. Gentlemen will please sus¬

pend for a moment until the Chair examines the rule.
Mr. BENTON. If this is thrown over one day, in the

mean time the committee may act. One day now is three
days, sir.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of opinion

that, as this is not a formal resolution, and has not the word
resolved in it, it may perhaps be a motion. The Chair, how¬
ever, finds that on a resolution being introduced that a bill
should be read a second time at a certain period, the question
was raised whether it did not come under the rule requiring,
if objection was raised to its consideration, that it should lie
over one day, and the presiding officer decided that it did.
The Chair, therefore, will be bound by that decision, though
of the impression that it is not within the rules.

Mr. BADGER. I wish to say a word in regard t« the
objection I have raised. There is no subject now before the
Senute, to which the paper sent by the Senator from Missouri
to the Chair can be attached or appended. The Senate has
not before it any resolution to raise or instruct a committee.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has decided the

question, and unless there is'an appeal, of course this debate
is out of order.

Mr. BENTON- Oh, I will not appeal, sir.
Mr. HALE. Then I renew my motion.
J»lr. DOUGLAS. I call for the social order.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from Illinois

insists upon the execution of the special order.
Mr. HALE. I suppose I have the right to have a vote

of the Senate n my m 't on.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks the special

order takes precedence.
Mr. HALE. My motion was unfinished business when

the Senate adjourned.
The VICE PRESIDENT. It was, perhaps, substantially

the same motion, though not the same in terms.
Mr. HALE. Ye», sir, precisely the same, for I submit¬

ted it in writing.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The distinction the Senator

will notice is this: The Senator in his motion yesterday as¬
sumes that the subject was under consideration, and proposed
to refer it, and now he propose* to proceed to the considera¬
tion of the preliminary question.a proper question un¬

doubtedly. >

Mr. HALE. I'ask that the motion may be read.
The Secre'ary read it as follows :

" That all petitions and remonstrances received this session
on the subjects mentioned in the resolutions of the Senator
from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) and the Senator fromTennessue,
(Me- Bell,) referred to a select committee ol thirteen, be
taken from the table and referred to the same committee."

Mr. HALE. That is the motion I made yesterday, sir.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The effect of that motion is

to proceed pieliminarily to the consideration of what it is
proposed to refer.

Mr. BADGER. I desire to call attention to the real posi¬
tion of affairs. On the motion of the Senator from Illinois,
(Mr. Douglas,) who has charge of the California bill, the
Senate this morning passed a vote directing the taking up of
the California bill. The Senate then by a vote ordered the
furthei consideration of the bill to be postponed until after the
Senate had appointed the committee under the resolution
adopted yesterday, and to be immediately thi reafter the special
order.

Mr. WALKER. That makes it a special order, it is true,
but your rules declare that unfinished business shall take pre¬
cedence of all special orders.
The VICE PRESIDENT. Assuming the motion to be

what.the Senator declares it to be, it was moved yesterday
and remained undisposed of at the adjournment. Then, when
the special orders were moved, it Would naturally have bad
priority, but for some reason the Senate, by an express vote,
gave priority to another subject. This motion the Chair
thinks thereby lost in priority.

Mr. WALKER. Why w#s this motion postponed ? It
was on its being objected that it could n >t be put until the
committee was raised. Now it is objected that it is not in
ord»r because the committee is raised. Is that the way mo¬
tions are to be treated by the Senate }

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair decided this mo¬
tion to have priority when the special orders were moved,
but the Senate from some cause took up another subject instead
of this, and it thereby lost its piiority. The Chair had de¬
cided its priority before the Senator withdrew it.

Mr. HALE. It was withdrawn at the suggestion of the
Senator from Alabama, that it would be more opportunely
consider* d after the committee had been raiaed. it was to
restore it after the committee was appointed that I withdrew it.

Mr. WALKER. That was the understanding, sir.
Mr. BADGER. Here is what the Senator over the way

(Mr. Walker) has not taken notice of.the intervening act
of the Senate which lost to the motion its priority. At the
suggestion of the Senator from Alabama, it was withdrawn
until the committee should be appointed, but before the com¬
mittee was appointed a Senator moved that the California bill
be taken up. The Senate accordingly did tike up the Cali¬
fornia bill, and thus gnve it priority over all the other orders
of the day. Having done that, its further consideration by a

vote of the Senate was postponed.until when ? Until the
committee was elected, when it was declared that it should be
immedia ely made the special order. That is the way in
which the motion of the Senator from New Hampshire lost
its priority.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The first bus'nen in order ia

the bill for the admission of California. The bill will be read.
Mr. HALE. I appeal from tbo decision of the Chair as

to the question of order.
Setemal Senators. Oh no ; the Chair is right.
Mr. HALE. At the suggestion of friends, to whose ad¬

vice I yield, I withdraw the appeal for the present.
Mr. CLAY. I wish some understanding, on the subject

of taking up this California hill, with the Senator from Illi-
nois and the Senate. I had a conversation with the 8erator
from Illinois, in which I stated that I had hcird that of the
six committee-mcn appointed on the late mournful occasion,
perhaps tr^o of them only might leave Washington, and that
in that event the absence of those two might not form any
consideration for interrupting the progress of thia bill if we
were upon it. But I understand this morning that there is
nothing absolu'ely definitely settled upon in regard to the
matter, and of courae it may happen that the whole six will
lie absent. Now, the p>int upon which I wish to have this
undemanding between the Senate and the member charged
with this bill is, that, in the event of the number of six going
with the remains of our lamented colleague, in their ab
sence this <busit ess shall not be urged to a vote. It ia highly
improper, it seems to tne, that it should be taken up during
their absence.

Mr. DOUGLAS. Upon that point I am constrained to
say, for myself, that I ahould not fetl authorized to ask the
Senute to take a vote on any teat question during the absence
of six members of thia body on a duty like that. I should not
feel it right to press it. My only object was to take up the
bill and to go on and conaider it ao long as this objection
did not exist; and when we arrived at a point where we
were likely to have a vote »akcn that might be deemed a test
vote, I should feel constrained to say, for one, that there was

an undoubted propriety in deferring it until the committee
should return.

Mr. CLAY. That ia exactly in conformity with the libe¬
ral, manly course of the Senator t and, with that understand¬
ing, I hope the bill will bo taken up.

THE ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA.
The bill for the admission of California was then taken up

and read.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill ia now under con¬

sideration as in Committee of the Whole.
Mr. MASON. When the absence of the committee al¬

luded to by the Senator from Kentucky waa first mentioned.

I stated that the committee would Kave this city on Monday
next, and would probably be absent ten or twelve days ; aud
I expressed the hope that daring their absence the lubjecta
now before the Senate, which are of se much importance andinterest to the country, would not be acted upon ; and I un-
deratood that expression to meet the- approval of gentlemen
on both aides of the chamber. I did not mean that no test
vote should be tsken, but that there should be no action uponeither the California bill or the territorial bill. Being those-
subjects in which are really involved the questions which
should be delayed until the return of lhe committee, I meant'
that there should be no consideration of these subjects ; be¬
cause I confess, as one of that committee.and I presume it
will be equally so with the rest.I could not consider rnysalfproperly discharging my duty to my constituents if I werer.it
present upon all occasions whenever theae subjects are con¬
sidered.
Now, I would respectfully say to the, Senate that there is

a maas ol business which remains to be acted upon ; some of
great importance, and more of gfTMial interest to the counuy,and other business of a more private character, which might
well occupy the Senate during the absence of the committee.
And I submit that it should be understood by the Senate that
while the committee will be absent, these subjects, which are
now in contemplation, should net be brought up before the
Senate. The melancholy duty on which the committee are
to be absent is an important one ; it was imposed upon them
by the Senate, and it must be discharged with great solemni¬
ty. But I prtsume the committee will be back in toadays,possibly in less time ; and I. submit that those subjects to
which. Senators have alluded should not be acted upon in the
mean time.

Mr. WEBSTER, (in his seat.) Name a day.Mr. MASON. It is impossible for me to narae a day,because, although the place of interment has been suggestedand probably designated by the authorities ot South Carolina,
with the concurrence of the family of the detected, it may
bo that we shall be enabled to return without going any fur¬
ther than Charleston, or il may be that we shall have to go
to Columbia. If we go no further than Charleston, we may
bo back in eight days ; but, if we go to Columbia, we may
not be back lor twelve days from Monday next. I think that
thia subject ought to be' postponed until next Monday two
weeks; though the committee may poa»ibly be back sooner.
A gentleman near me has made the suggestion, in which

I moat heartily concur^that during that time the subjects em¬
braced in the resolutions refei red to the committee of thirteen
be not acted upon.

Mr. DUGLAS. Mr. President, I will not place any
wi»h of my own in apposition to the wish of the Senate. I£
it be the wish of a majority of the Senate that the subjectshould be postponed for the time indicated, I shall interpose
no objection ; fsr the reason that, if wo cannot take a test
vote, I do not see the use of occupying the time of the Se¬
nate with the su^jfct, especially as there is important busi¬
ness of a local character on hand. 1 shall, therefore, undsr
the circumstances, interpose no objection to the postponement
un'ul Monday two weeks, if it is to be then made the specialorder.

Mr. WEBSTER. Nothing is more proper than that
this important incisure should not be proceeded with to anyconsiderable extent, or with regard to important particulars,in the absence of so large a number of the Senate, on the
service of the Senate, as thi* committe now consists of. I
do n'ot know that any discussion ought to be gone into ; I c-
cause it is d'flicull to see what the test vote may be. The
vote to postpone, from day to day, may, under some circum
stance?, be a test vale. I wish, however, that the earliest day
may be agreed upon that would answer the purpose of the
honorable membei from Virginia, and the gentlemen who are
to proceed with him ; because, if circumstances of any kind
should delay their return, it Wi.uld, of course, always be in
the discretion of the Senate to postpone the subject further,
until the commy'ee return. The great object, I think, is,
not so much to fix a particular day, th ugh it is highly im¬
portant to have an early day fixed, as it is to come to a reso¬
lution ; I do not mean a formal resolution, but to come to a

decision that, wken the time cornea to take up this important
measure, we will proceed with it, and decide it. If the hono-
rable member thinks a week from Monday next will answer
the puipose, subject to a posjponement in case the committee
should not return, I should piefer that course to be pursued.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would suggest that it be postponed
till Monday week, with the understanding that, if the com¬
mittee shall not then have returned, the subject shall not be
taken up til! they do return.

Mr. WEBSTER. That is just what I suggested ? though
I suppose the consideration or further postponement of the
subject will be in the discretion of the Senate when the time
comcs. I make the motion that it be postponed till Monday

Mr. KING. I would suggest to my friend that it is ob¬
vious it will be belter, and render this thing less doubtful, il
we postpone to the longest day mentioned, or any distant day
certain, with the understanding that as soon aa the committee
return, the Senate can act upon it and take it up i whereas
if we postpone to a shorter day, it will require express action
of the Senate in order to postpone it still further. In the
one case, if the committee return, there fan be no objection
to taking it up; in the other, if they do not return, it will re¬

quire action upon it to postpone it atill further. It will be
better that it be postponed two weeks, with the understand¬
ing that if the committee return sooner it can be token up.

Mr. HALE. I wish to make a single suggestion >n re¬
ference to this matter I hoj>e the Senate will take the day
indicated by the Senator from Virginia, for this reason;
There may be othfr Senators who are desirous of availing
themselves of the opportunity afforded by the absence ot this
committee, knowing that important business is not to be
transacted in their absence, to absent themselves for a
short time. Such an arrangement would be convenient to
all the Senators. I know that some Senators are anxious to
leave the city for a few days, and have been deterred, from a
wish to bo here to record their votes. I hope, with this view,
it will be postponed two weeks.

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I do not rise to discuss
this subject, but I do rise to express my surprise that the Ca¬
lifornia bill is to l e taken up and discussed in this Senate,
whilst all other matters in relation to slavery, and the admts
sion of California herself, have been referred to a commit¬
tee of thirteen. The great end of that committee will be
defeated if this course of proceeding shall be taken. I ac¬

quiesced in the raising of that committee, and would carry
out every pledge which was implied in my support of it. But
I undertake to say, that if this course of proceeding be taken,
those who arc running the race for California will find them¬
selves mistaken, and I *ay to California sat cifosi

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, the Senator from Illinois has
moved to take up the California bill ; but my friend from
South Carolina is mistaken if he supposes that that bill,
standing by iisrlfand alone, is to pass this Senate without a

struggle', and, I trust, a successful one. I have got amend¬
ments now iu my hand, attaching to it the Territorial bills,
whenever the proper time may arise to present them. I have
also prepared amendments providing for the settlement of the
Texas boundary question, which I may, or may not, th-nk
proper to offer. But, b'yond all doubt, I shall move to
amend the bill by adding to it the Territorial bills. And
hope, from all the demonstrations that have been made, that
there can be but little doubt that the majority of the Senate
favor such a proposition.

Mr. BENTON. The Senator from Kentucky has amend¬
ments in his hand to ofTer to the bill, and I have got the par¬
liamentary law in my hands to show that he will undertaketo do a thing which is flagrantly illegal, and violative of par¬
liamentary law.

, . ,Mr. CLAY. One word, sir. I know the character and
eminence of the Senator from Missouri for dwelling on par¬
liamentary law < but I will take issue with him on his Farlia
rneniary law, and I will show that no such parliamentary
law exists in ar.y parliament on earih.

.

Mr. BENTON. I will meet the Senator on that point,
then. And if I can show him four good large volumes, I
will show him that there is such a law, and I will make it a

case ofprofcrt in open court. He is to go out deny.ng the
laws when four quarto volumes which contain it are pro¬
duced and read. We will see about it.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would ask the attention of the Semite
to this point. Let the motion to postpone be withdrawn,
and the amendments be submitted simply that they be print¬
ed. I do not make that motion, but simply make the
tuggestion.
Sevkral Skhatohs. No, no.
Mr. CLAY. I trust the Senator will sgree with me that

it is unnecessary to print them. The amendments which
shall move, are, in fact, the bills reported by the Senator
from Illinois, and which have already been printed. But he
has it in contemplation to offer an amendment which is yet
in manuscript, and which ought to be punted. rhereoug it
a's<t to be printed the ordinance of the Convention of Ca itor-
fomia, which I think has not yet been printed. It i* urine

cfwary to print the bills which I shall offer as araindments,
because they have already been printed.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I concur with the Senator from Ken¬
tucky that it is unnecessary to print the amendments, as it
seems they have already been printed. After the question on
ihe motion to postpone shall be taken, I shall move to print
the ordinance alluded to by the Senator trom Kentucky, to¬

gether with my own amendment to the bill.
The question being taken on the motion to postpone to

Monday fortnight, it was adopted
The motion to. print was referred to the Committee on

Printing.
. ...»«¦1Mr. HALE. I now move the resolution which I offered

yesterday, and which, I give notice, I wid not withdraw or

any thing.
The resolution was read as follows :
« That all petitions and remonstrances received by the Se¬

nate this seaaion on the aubjecta embraced in the reso u lo"

lhe Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cur) and the Senator
Iroin Tennessee, (Mr. Bh-u,) *hich resolutions weW ^jHTuI10 a select committee of thirteen, be taken from the table and
refernd to the same committee."
On thia motion the Teas and naya were ordered.
Mr. BADGER. I "rise to have the judgment or the Chair

upon thia subject. There is a great number of papers, peu»

liens, and-remonsfrenoea on the mattera proposed to be re¬
ferred by that motion. I do not see how the Senate can take
up the whole of this class of petitions at once.
The VICE PiUEttlDENT. If objec'ion is mads to their

being taken together, they can undoubtedly be taken sepa¬rately.
Mr. BADGER. Then I raise the objection.Mr. HALE. ! will then ask of my hooorable friend who,in that ca*e, will it be that consumes the time of the Senate ?

1 am willing to tske the question on the whole of these |>e-titions in a lumj. But, if the honorable Senator insists on a
division, and having the yeas and nays called on each pe¬tition, upon his bead, and not on mine, rests the responsibility.Mr. FOOTE. I will move an amendment, in the spirit ofcompromise, which I think will obviate the objection of myfriend from North Carolina. It is ibis :
" So far as the objects stated in the same are not repugnant

to the Constitution ot the United States, not violative of. the
principles of good faith, and uot incompatible with the peaceanil happiness of the republic."

Mr. BADGER. I accept that and withdraw my objection.Mr. ATCHISON moved to lay the motion of ths Senator
from New Hampshire upon the table.
On motion of Mr. HALE the yeas and nays were ordered.
The question being taken, it resulted as follows
YEAS.Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland) Butler,Clay, Davis, of Mis.i.sippi,. Dickinson, Dodge, of Iowa,Downs, Foote, Hunter, Jones, King, Mangum, .Maion, Mor¬

ton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soule, Sturgeon, Turney,Ynlee.24.
XAYS.Messrs. Baldwin,Bradbury, Bright,Chase, Clarke,Corwin,'.Juvis, of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dotlge, of Wiscon¬

sin, Douglas, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Norrs, Phelps,Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Walker,Whilcouab.23.
So the motion to lay upon the table was agreed to.
Ana then, on motion, the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Wednesday, April 17, 1850.
The House again proceeded to the election of a clerk, b(it

without effect until the ninth vote, which resulted aa follows:
For R. M. Young.Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett,Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, A. G.

Brown, Wm. J. Brown, B iel, Burt, Joseph Cable, Carter,Howell Cobb, W. B. W. Cobb, Coleock, Dimmick, Disney,Doty, Duncan, Edmundaon,Ewing, Featheraton, F itch, t u'ler»
Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Ha¬
ralson, 1. G. Harris, S. \V. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hoag-land, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, J. W. Jackson, A. John¬
son, R. W. Johnson, Jones; Julian, Kaufman, P. King, Lrt
Sd-e, Le filer, Litilefield, Job Mann, Masou, McGlernand,
McDonald, McDowell, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Mc¬
Queen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson Morse, Olds,
Orr, Parkeri Puaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Rich¬
ardson, Bobbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtclle, Seddon,
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, Sweetser,
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Wm. 1 homp-
son, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, Wildrick, Wil-
mot, Wood, and Woodward.'JO.
For J. C Walker.Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews,

Ashmun. Bfcker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs,Brooks, Chester Butler, Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin»
Campbell*. Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conrad,
Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dixon, Duer, A. Evans, treeuiey,
Gentry, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay,
HajmonJ, Henry, Howe, Kerr, George G. King, James G.
King, Jno. A. King, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock,
F. E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nel¬
son, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, 1 ut-
nam, Reynolds, Rockwell, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, ^bool-cral't, Sheppard, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Alex. H. ate-
pheoi* Tbaddeui Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, I iiur-
mun, Toombs, Tuck, Unilerhul,Van Dyke, \ inton> Watkins,Williams, and Wii.throp.&'2.For F. B. Prindle .Messrs. Conger, Fowler, Sackett, He-
bard, and Dickey.5.
t For E. A. Sfatisbury.Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings,and Root.4.
For M. St. C. Clarke.Mr. Wilson.1.
The SPEAKER then declared that Richard M. Young,

having received a majority of all the votes given, was duly
elected Clerk of the Hou»c.

And the House adjourned.
Thursday, April 18, 1850.

Mr. Richabd M. Young, the Clerk elect, appeared, and
the oath to support the Constitution of the United Stales, to¬
gether with the oath of office, were administered by the
Speaker, and he then entered on the duties of his office.

THE DOORKEEPER OF THE HOUSE.
Mr. LITTLEFIELD said that he desired to offer a resolu

lion for the consideration of the House ; Bnd, as he had not
made an hour's speech this session, he hoped that the House
would hear him for a few minutes. The resolution was fjr
the eleciion of a Doorkeeper and Postmaster, and he proposed
to submit a resolution that the present Dooikeeper and Post¬
master be considered elected as Doorkeeper and Postmaster of
the House. It was doubted by many whether the Dooikeeper
bad any power to exercise that duty. It was considered by
many that he held his office by sufferance. Ho desired to put
an end to this, and desired to show that the House of Repre¬
sentatives could elect jis officer.. His resolution Prosedthat Mr. Hornor be declared elected Dooikeeper, and Mr.
Johnson Postmaster of this House. He congratulated the
Domocracy of the country on the exhibition here yesterday.
The North, South, East, and West met together. He had
not only dismissed what fears he had of a dissolution of the
Union, but of the dissolution of the Democratic party.

Mr. L. then submitted the following resolution :

Resolved, That Robert E. Hornor, of New Jersey, be and
he hereby is declared duly elected Doorkeeper ol this House ;
and that John M. Johnson, of Virginia, be and be here .y >s
declared dulv elecied Postmaster of this House, to hold thur
respective offices until others are chosen in their stead.

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, objected.
The bPEAKEK stated that the resolution was not in order

unless by unanimous consent.
. ,Mr. BROWN, of Mistissippi, offered a resolution, in sub¬

stance as follows:
rResolved. That Robert E. Hornor, acting Dooikeeper ol

the House of Representatives, be and he is hereby dismissed,
and that the House proceed immediately to the election ot a

Doorkeeper.
The SPEAKER stated that this resolution presented ac

tually the same question as was decided by the House before,
whether it was a privileged question. The House had decided
bv two votes that it was not a privileged question. In accord¬
ance with these decisions, he would rule the resolution out of
0f
Mr BROWN withdrew his resolution and submitted the

following charges against the Doorkeeper of the House ol

o Mr. Bboww, a member of the House from Mississippi,
makes the following charges against Robert E. Hornor, Door¬
keeper of the House of Representatives.

-1st That said Hornor made a false certificate, under and
bv virtue ot which his brother drew pay as an officer of the
House, at a time when hi. said brother was notonous y ab¬
sent trom the city ot Washington, and held an oflue in the
Slate ol Wisconsin, the dunes ol which he was discharging
and for which he was receiving a salary from the Luiteu

Sl^« 2d. That he has dismissed from his place a page of this
House without cause, and, in hi. attempted justification, made
a false charge against the raid page, calculated to disgiace him
and subjecthim to criminal prosecution. .3d. That .aid Hornor has made f»l»o statements in regan
to the manner of discharging hi. official duties.
On motion of Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, the charges

weie referred to a select committee of five members, to be ap-

^And the SrsAKBR thereupon appointed the fidlmingnamwl
members to constitute the committee : Mr. Olds of Oh ,

Mr. Newell, of New Jersey, Mr. Phblpj, ' « ' " -

Mr. Camiwkll, of North Carolina, and Mr. LarrLER, ol
Iowa.

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
Mr. RICHARDSON asked the unanimous consent of the

Hou.e to offer the following resolution :

Resolved, That a select committee of nine be
with power to send tor per.ons and papers, to inquire and it-

oFih. U"!'*1 S'"""1 tw-
same bad been adjudicated and rejected by the proper officer
of the Government, before said Ewing was inducted into said
office of the Interior ; who vrere agent, and
clfcim . what clerk in the office cf said Department ol the in
terior had interest in said claim ; and bow said mtere. , i any, jW*2d*CWbefher said Ewing re-optned and paid interest to the
amount of $.11,000, on the pension granted to Commodore Jas.
Barron* for vertices rendered in the Virgfn.a navy .luring theEvolutionary ^war, after the principal had been fully paid and
discharged; and,if said interest was paid, was it simple or ecm-pound7who was the agent or attorney for said claim ; and

3d- WhcUwrHM twmg r J ^ Chickasaw Indians ofStMOOO a ter the same had been adjudicated and rejected byfhe pro^eV officer of the Government, betore said Ew.ng wa.

inducted into the office of the Interior ; who wa. the agent or
aecnis attorney or attorney., and who wa.the party or parties"interest; and whether said agent., attorneys, or parties in

interest, held, at the time of .ucli payment, any office under
this Government, or now hold, .ueh office ; and, it .o, what

0ft!»°ih Whether »id Ewing u.nrpe«l the power of appointment
in the Pension and General Land office, whether the .ame wa.
in violation of law ; »\»o, whether any clerk ot wid Lwirg .

appointment reviews the opinion, and deei.ion.ot the commis¬
sioner ol Pension., t>r order and direction of Mid Kwing 5
ami if »o, the authority lor »uch order and direction >

5th. What per«ms in office, by appointment trom saul
Ewing, are correspondent, lor newspaper. ; their wlarie.,
and what paper, they edit or write for '

Mr. TOOMBS objected, saying that he did not like the
language of the r.nlntion i it was unbecoming the H"U»»-

GAtmBV* HOTEL,
Corner of Kennaylvanla avenue and 3d street,
Aeor Railroad Depot, Wa*f»ngl<nv. aug 1 »fu

WASHINGTON.
"Liberty and Union,now and forever, oae and

inseparable.**

SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 1850,

The Correspondent of the Journal of Commerce,
whose information concerning the imputed hosti¬
lity to the A ^ministration on the part of a majority
of the Whig. Members of Congress, we had occa¬
sion in our peper of last Thursday to express some
doubts about, states, in a letter written on that
day (after seeing our remarks) as follows :

44 The canvass for the next Fresidency is se-
4 cretly commenced in this city, and on the side of
4 two if not more parties."

If this news were indeed true, and if, as seems
to be suggested by the correspondent of the Jour¬
nal of Commerce, it were connected with the al¬
leged defection of the Whigs in Congress from the
Administration, it would be more ominous of evil
than that from the same source which we brought
to the notice of our readers on the day above re-
furred to. We are quite as incredulous in regard
to this news as we were m regard to the statement
that a majority of the Whigs in Congress are hos¬
tile to the Administration.

It is painful to us to have to announce to our
readers the decease of Hon. Thomas Jefferson
Campse^l, of. Tennessee, Clerk of the House of
Representatives of the United Stales. His death
took place at his lodgings in this city, about one
o'clock last Saturday morning, after an illness of a
week. His remains were conveyed to the Southern
boat on Sunday, on their way to his residence in the
State of Tennessee for interment.

Mr. Campbell was (in language which we re¬

peat from the Union) 44 a gentleman in his princi¬
ples, amiable in his temper and manners, and res-

peeted by gentleraen of both parties.''* To which we
add that he was a man of unimpeachable integrity.
He was Clerk of the House of Representatives

in the last Congress as well as in this, and had be¬
fore that been himself a Member of that body from
the district in which he lived.

The Hon. Richard M. Young, of Illinois, for¬
merly a Senator in Congress from that State, and
more recently Commissioner of the General Land
Office, has been elected to the office of Clerk
of the House of Representatives, made vacant by
the death of Mr. Camprell. Although our per¬
sonal and party predilections would have led us to
a different choice, it is due to Mr. Young to say
that the House could not w^Il have chosen a more

unexceptionable gentleman, or one more likely,
with experience, to make an able and efficient
officer.
NEW SENATOR FROM SOUTH CAROLINA.
To fill the vacancy in the Senate of the United

States occasioned by the decease of Mr. Calhoun,
the Governor of the State of South Carolina ten¬
dered the appointment to the Hon. Jamfs Hamil¬
ton, by whom it was accepted. The Governor,
however, a day or two afterwards informed Gen.
Hamilton that doubts were entertained whether
his residence in the State was such as to qualify
him, under the constitution, for the appointment,
whereupon the General forthwith, though declar¬
ing himself to have no doubts upon the subject,
returned the appointment into the hands of the
Governor.

Subsequently to this, the appointment was offer¬
ed by the Governor to the Hon. Langdon Cheves,
but it was declined by him for the following reasons:

44 I am now nearly seventy four years of age, and have
b^en for upwards of thirty year* retired from the public ser¬

vice, with an absolute determination never to return to it.
Besides, my health, although not bad, is ouch as to disqualify
me for the arduous duties of such an office "

Governor Seabrook then tendered the office to
the Hon. Franklin H. Elmore, formerly a Rep¬
resentative in Congress, who has acceptcd it, and
taken his seat in the Senate.

The 44 Union" of Wednesday puts sundry ques¬
tions to us concerning claims which the last Ad¬
ministration took the responsibility of leaving un¬

decided, and the decision of which has devolved
upon different Departments of the Government
under the present Administration. Our own pro¬
per affairs, require our attention too exclusively to
allow of our becoming acquainted with the parti¬
culars of claims or accounts depending in the pub¬
lic offices in which we have no interest, nor are

likely to have any. But we are enabled to state,
for the information of the 44 Union," that the seve¬

ral claims cited by that print yesterday were all
left undecided by the late Administration, so far as

appears by the records of the several Departments ;
the only vehicles through which their successors

could be advised of their official acts. What the
heads of the several Departments may have thought
of any or all of those claims ; whether they formed
opinions upon them, and, if they did, what those
opinions were, we have no means of knowing, ex¬

cept in one case, namely, Me Galphin claim, which
was in express terms reserved for further consider¬
ation on the question of iuterest.

' Contribution of Michigan to the Washington
National Monument..We learn from the Detroit
Free Press that the Legislature at its last session
made an appropriation for the purpose of procuring
a block of native copper, to be quarried out of the
mines on Lake Superior, and sent as an appropriate
offering to the Washington National Monument.
There will probably be no offering more singular and
beautiful than this contribution by any State in the
Union. The offering will consist of a block of na¬
tive copper, three feel long, by one and a half feet
wide, and two feet deep polished, and bearing this
inscription : 44 From Michigan: an emblem ofher
trust in the Union"

Mr. A. H. Chappell, in a letter to the editors of
the Georgia Telegraph, has snid that the indication
of the public mind, with reference to the proposed
Nashville Convention, has taken away every mo¬
tive that could have operated to make him willing
to be ©ne of its members.

Judge Jay, of New York, President of the Ame¬
rican Peace Society, and the' Rev. Charles
Brooks, of Boston, Chairman ot the Executive
Committee, have been chosen to represent the So¬
ciety in the Peace Congress, to be held in August
at Frankfort-on-the-Main, in Germany.

Dissolving t>ib Ujuo* .The Louisville Courier says
a very celebrated chemist hss eipressed himself in the most

decided rnatiiter on the iinpossibiliiy of dissolving the Union.
He says that, as jet, no preparation, either foreign or domes¬
tic, has been discovered, powerful enough to act upon »
large and wonderful a substance.

In the upper part of New Hampshire the snow hss Wn
about five feet deep all winter, snd they hsve good Weighing
there now. It has been an cxcelli-nt season for the lumber
men.


